
Picnicking, please remove your rubbish.

Fishing (for trout and coarse)

Canoeing is possible on various sections of the
Ohinemuri and Waitawheta Rivers.  Life jackets and
helmets are essential.

Abseiling Opportunities

Good swimming in some of the large pools in summer

Activities

There is an intercity bus link between Paeroa and Waihi
operating every day.
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Goldfields Steam Train Inc operates a daily service
between the Waihi Railway Station and Waikino Station
Café and Visitor Centre.  For train enquires and bookings
Tel:  07 863 8640

Victoria Battery Tramway Society offers guided tours on
a Narrow Gauge Mining Tramway and Ore Kiln Tours of the
Victoria Battery site.
For enquires Tel:  07 863 8640.

A walk from the Waikino Station Café and Visitor Centre
passes under SH 2 and crosses the Ohinemuri River, taking
you to the Victoria Battery Site which has interesting on-
site information.

Campground
Dickey Flat Campground has basic facilities including a
toilet, grass campsites and good swimming holes. There is
road access to the campground via Dickey Flat Rd.  This
facility is free.  Water taken from the river should be treated
or boiled before drinking.

Attractions

Mine tunnels and shafts are dangerous and may be hidden
by vegetation

• Keep to marked official tracks

• Do not enter tunnels unless they are clearly marked for
public access

Warning

Further Information

Public Transport
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The goldfields of Coromandel and Thames opened in 1852
and 1867 respectively, but it was not until March 1875 that
gold was mined from the Karangahake area.  The under-
ground quartz lodes had to be mined, crushed and treated
before the gold could be extracted.  Lack of capital and
technique to extract the gold in payable quantities led to
the collapse of many early companies.

A major breakthrough occurred in 1889 with the introduction
of the McArthur-Forrest cyanide process for extracting gold
from quartz, which enabled a dramatic increase in gold
recovery.  Three large batteries were built at Karangahake
in the 1890s - the Crown, Talisman and Woodstock – for
the treatment of ore taken from extensive mine networks
inside Karangahake Mountain.  Output from the Karangahake
quartz mines in 1909 made up 60% of the total gold produced
in New Zealand.

Gold Mining History

The Karangahake Gorge region is packed with history and
beauty, much of it accessible through a variety of walks.
Development of the Karangahake Gorge Historic Walkway
began when the Paeroa to Waihi railway line was closed in
1979, with the walkway following part of the old railway
formation.  Two tracks up the Waitawheta Gorge to The
Windows or the Crown Stope and on to Dickey’s Flat have
been opened, uncovering more of the goldfield’s past.  The
walking tracks are administered by the Department of
Conservation.

Introduction

How to get there

Situated between Paeroa and
Waihi, access to Karangahake
Gorge Historic Walkway is via
SH. 2.  There are four entry
points to the Walkway, each
with car parks.  They are
located at the Karangahake
Hall, Karangahake Reserve,
Owharoa Falls (off Waitawheta
Road) and at the historic
Waikino Station Café and
Visitor Information Centre.

Victoria Battle Site

The Waihi Gold Mining Company erected the Victoria Battery
in 1897 to process ore from the Waihi Martha Mine.  The
site was selected because of the availability of water power
from the Ohinemuri and Waitekauri Rivers.

The battery was considered the largest and most advanced
facility of its type in the country with 200 stampers used to
crush the gold-bearing quartz.  It was capable of crushing
up to 800 tons of ore each day.  The ore was brought to the
site by means of a narrow gauge railway (the rakeline) which
the Company maintained between its mine in Waihi and
the battery.  The Waihi operations carried on until 1952
when they too closed, and the Victoria Battery was gradually
demolished.

Crown Battery

The Crown Battery was constructed during 1892, and by
1898 had been enlarged to accommodate 60 stampers for
crushing quartz.  The machinery was powered at first by
three Pelton water wheels, and later by steam and electricity.
 Water was conveyed to the battery by water races from the
Ohinemuri and Waitawheta Rivers.  A horse tramway was
built in the Waitawheta Gorge to transport the quartz from
the mine to the mill.  The Crown Company’s most prosperous
years were between 1898 and 1903. Decreasing returns of
rich quartz and flooding in the lower levels of the mine led
to a decline in operations after 1905.  By 1916 major work
in the mine and battery had ceased.

Woodstock and Talisman Batteries

The point where the Ohinemuri and Waitawheta Rivers join
was once the focus of the Karangahake gold mining industry.
 The batteries, built in the mid 1890s, were expanded and
reconstructed as gold returns increased: by late 1901 the
Woodstock had 40 stampers and the Talisman had 50 stampers
with buildings on both sides of the Waitawheta River.

Woodstock’s plant and property was taken over by the
Talisman Consolidated Gold Mining Company in 1904.
Talisman recovered well over three million ounces of gold
and silver bullion before it ceased operations in 1918.

Owharoa Falls

The Owharoa mines were principally located on the northern
side of the river in the vicinity of the falls.  Although Owharoa
was not a major gold-producing area, it was consistently
worked from 1875 until about 1941 by a number of
companies.

The small township of Owharoa, with its hotels, stores,
houses, a school and battery buildings, once filled this area,
but after 1896 was overshadowed by the nearby town of
Waikino.  Nothing now remains of the settlement.

Main Street Karangahake Township
Photo: Paeroa Museum Trucking Quartz - Crown Tramway, Karangahake 1897-98



Windows walk - 20 minutes one way.

This walk begins on the true right of the lower Waitawheta
bridge. The section uphill past the ore kiln tunnel mainly
follows the Talisman incline, taking you to the Woodstock
tramline. Turn left to the ore kiln roasting pits and a good
view over the Woodstock battery from the lookout. Turn right
and pass through the top of the Talisman battery site loop,
then descend through the battery complex to the lower river
terrace area and link back to the lower Waitawheta bridge.

Alternatively, continue to the Woodstock mine adit (take a
torch) and Windows, which overlook Waitawheta Gorge and
the Crown tramway track. You can continue through the
tunnel and link with the Crown track, upstream of the
Waitawheta Gorge bridge (refer map).

Karangahake Tunnel Loop Walk - 45 minutes round trip

Cross the Ohinemuri and Waitawheta river foot bridges and
follow the Karangahake Walkway upstream to the eastern
portal bridge.  This section of the track is unsuitable for
wheel-chairs or bikes.  Walk through the old rail tunnel
(1100m), past the Crown Battery site and follow the
Ohinemuri River upstream back to the Karangahake reserve.
 The tunnel has lighting.

Crown Tramway Track (Karangahake to the Crown
Stope) - 30 minutes one way

Beginning at the confluence of the
Ohinemuri River and the Waitawheta River, this walk takes
you up the true left of the Waitawheta River through the
Waitawheta Gorge tunnels to enter the remains of the
Woodstock Pump house (take a torch), and then across
the suspension bridge to continue on to the Crown Stope.
Horse drawn ore skip bins transported equipment and ore
to and from the mines using this route.

Crown Track (Crown Stope to Dickey Flat) - 1.5 hours
Continuing on from the Crown Stope, this easy, scenic river
walk passes through beautiful bush and good swimming holes.
A torch is needed for the 180m tunnel. Five minutes from the
tunnel exit is a suspension bridge and then a track junction.
Turn to the left to Dickey Flat Campsite, a further 10 minutes
walk. The Dubbo 96 track is accessed on the right.

Scotsmans Gully Track - 30 minutes

This track links the Karangahake Gorge Historic Walkway
with the Karangahake Mountain Track and the Number 7
Level track.

Karangahake Mountain Track to summit - 1 hour 40
minutes

This track is accessed via Scotsmans Gully Track or from
the carpark at the end of Crown Hill Road.  Follow the old
road which will take you to the Karangahake Mountain Track/
Number 7 Level Track junction.  Turn right onto the mountain
track.  The track climbs to the summit on an old bulldozed
road.  It is fairly steep for short sections and the clay surface
can be slippery when wet.  Track junctions to a view point
and Number 7 Level track are passed on route.

Number 7 Level Track  - 2 hours

From the Scotsmans Gully track junction, this track which
used to be known as Old County Road gradually climbs
and winds its way around the mountain, past the Dubbo 96
Track junction and on to a junction where turning left takes
you onto the Mangakino Pack Track and turning right  takes
you to the Karangahake Mountain Track.  There are some
spectacular views of the Waitawheta Gorge.

Dubbo 96 Track - 1 hour

This track is a link between the Crown Track and the  Number
7 Level Track. It is steep and rugged in places.  It crosses
the unbridged Dubbo Stream.
Caution: unbridged stream crossings can be slippery
and impassable after heavy rain.

Track Classification

Short Walk: well formed, sign posted, easy walking.

Walking Track: well formed, clearly marked, suitable
for most people.

Tramping Track: limited track formation, marked, suitable
for well equipped trampers.

Route: marked or unmarked, suitable for well equipped
trampers. Considerable experience required.

Protect plants and animals

Remove rubbish

Bury toilet waste

Keep streams and lakes clean

Take care with fires

Camp carefully

Keep to the track

Consider others

Enjoy your visit

Toitu te whenua
(leave the land undisturbed)

Track Guide

Karangahake Gorge Historic Walkway
2 hours one way

This fascinating walk follows the old Paeroa to Waihi rail
line.  Old mine buildings and machinery can be seen from
a number of locations along the walkway.  This is a safe,
easy track, suitable for all groups and fitness levels.  It is
wheelchair-accessible except for the section from the eastern
end of the tunnel back to the Karangahake Gorge.

• Waikino to Victoria Battery Loop: 1 hour return

• Waikino to Owharoa Falls: 30 minutes one way

• Owharoa Falls to Karangahake and the Crown Hill
Battery: 1 hour one way

• Karangahake Tunnel Loop Walk: 45 minutes

At Owharoa there is an old rock quarry established in 1914.
A short side track beside the quarry leads through the bush
to an attractive waterfall.

Railway

The Paeroa - Waihi railway line was constructed through
the Karangahake Gorge between 1900 and 1905, after
pressure from the big mining companies.  This meant that
coal and mining machinery, previously brought along the
winding Karangahake Gorge Road by horse drawn wagons,
could be transported more efficiently.

Timber Dam

During 1900, the Woodstock Gold Mining Company improved
the power plant at its battery.   A constant pressure of water
was required to run the power plant, so the Company built a
timber dam in the Ohinemuri River.  Water was conveyed to
the battery in a large pipe and was used to run two Pelton
water wheels until 1919.  Now all that remains of the dam is
part of the timber framework, visible when water levels are low.

J1235 with goods train 1956

Walks & Tracks from Karangahake Gorge

Workers Photographed outside the No. 8 Level portal, Talisman
mine, Karangahake.
Source: Karangahake resident (DOC Files) Date unknown


